Minutes of SSCC Faculty Senate

March 13, 2008

Members Present: Mike Hickey (Senate Co-President), Joe Garcia (Senate Co-President), Heidi Lyman (Senate Secretary), Randy Nelson (FACTC), Jeanne Horan (Part-time Rep), Rick Downs (Liberal Studies), Linda Chase (Home & Family Life), Van Bobbitt (Horticulture), Stephen Coates-White (Counseling), Sandy Newman (Basic and Transitional Studies), Jessie McDonald (Short-Term Programs), Suzanne Quillian (Liberal Studies), Esther Sunde (Library), Jane Harness (Basic and Transitional Studies) 

Guests:  Laurel Holliday (psychology),  Don Bissonnette (Grievance Chair), Annette Stofer (District President Part-Time Faculty), Bernard Heidt (security department), Shireen Deboo (library), Allen Stowers 
Members Absent: Gila Burton-Curl (Communications Co-Chair), Sindy Jo (Nursing), Jason Cromwell (Georgetown Apprenticeship Programs),  Jennifer Evans (Tech Ed/Business), Christopher Harris (Culinary Arts), Olga Shatunova (Liberal Studies)

Meeting convened at 2:00 pm, chaired by Mike Hickey

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Feb. 13th  minutes were discussed and edited, they were approved with these edits.

UNIT REPORTS

New Holly Correctional Education:

Joe Garcia said the second floor of New Holly went through three years of a battle trying to get better security.  Now the interim VP Gary Oertli has taken leadership and made things happen.  They have had training and have a direct phone line to the precinct half a block away.  Sara Newman noted there have been twenty-one assaults on Asian women in the area though, and this is something to be aware of.
Part-Time Faculty:

Part-time instructors were invited to a meeting on the hiring process of part-time faculty by Malcolm Grothie  They will write a job description and establish a pool of part-time instructors to call upon.  Jeanne believes the involvement of faculty senate helped with this process.  She would like to know when Laura Hopkins’ one year temporary position as a full-time faculty will be announced as an open position.  Don Bissonnette said he would look into this. 
Home & Family Life:

Linda Chase mentioned that the Parent Co-op Pre-school has regular fire drills and earthquake drills.  They also have enough food for seventy-two hours and lock down procedures.  All their staff are certified in first aid.  
FACTC:

FACTC representative Randy Nelson mentioned that the next meeting will be at the Teaching and Learning Conference in Spokane near the end of April. 

Liberal Studies:

Rick Downs mentioned that the faculty are busy with program review. 
OLD BUSINESS

Campus cleanliness and safety:
Cascade Court will be here up to five more years.  Stephen Coates-White put together a well documented list of items.  Randy will forward the list on as soon as it is finished.  Mike Hickey said we senators should make some recommendations as to what really needs to be done.  Randy also suggested we make a distinction between cleanliness and safety.  Jessie mentioned custodial and maintenance issues too.  Annette mentioned the toilet seats needed to be fixed in CAS.  Van said that due to inadequate grounds crew, safety issues are not being addressed. Jessie offered to go through the list and identify areas of  #1 safety, #2 maintenance for our next meeting.

Mentoring and peer observations:
Mentoring training is not required, but would be nice to have.  Peer observers have given their names to Greg.  Faculty are supposed to elect these people.
Academic Freedom and Distance Learning:
Jane Harness said on the climate survey two areas of decline in faculty satisfaction were academic freedom and on-line.  It was mentioned the decline in academic freedom was probably due to the requirement to include student learning outcomes in our syllabi.

Book drive for New Orleans:
At the All-Faculty meeting, Annette collected books for New Orleans and it was a success.  She has already collected  two hundred books from SSCC.
Recap of union sessions with candidates for VP of instruction:
They all had their positives and some negatives.  It was unanimously agreed that Norma Goldstein was the only one of the four that faculty senate could not recommend to our president.  A more complete description of the faculty senate meetings with each candidate was distributed at the meeting. 
Campus security (special guest SSCC Security Officer Bernard Heidt)
Jane Harness asked that he come and speak to Faculty Senate about safety on campus.  Bernard discussed things that we as faculty/students could do to protect ourselves.  We need to figure out a way to get administrators to work faster and more openly on safety issues.  Governor Gregoire has set aside money for colleges to upgrade their security.  On our campus, the Public Safety Department cannot even turn off the gas, water, or provide emergency power.  We should try to develop a working relationship with our local police department and have a plan to get them here faster in case of an emergency.  Our public safety department is understaffed.  Bad things will happen according to Bernard, but we can increase the possibility of survival of a critical incident and decrease the amount of damage that could occur by simply getting trained.  Laurel and Randy mentioned that at the Safety Committee meeting, the issue of communication when an incident happens was brought up.  Randy said there is a Federal Law requiring the campus community to be notified when an incident occurs.  Bernard was at the meeting and the administrators are not responsive to this request.  Randy mentioned they need more faculty on the safety committee.

Mike Hickey said the current plan is for all students to have a g-mail account in the fall of 08.  All incidents will then be posted.  This will give a sense of transparency.  This will also give a message that all incidents will be reported to the campus community.

The final message is drills, drills, drills now!

NEW BUSINESS

Union membership drive:

Special guest Tom McCarthy/ AFT-WA joined us.  Tom is a proactive Washington state labor organizer and asked us to let him know of people at our college that he should contact regarding membership, especially exempt staff. 

Legislative update:

Contact your representatives. This legislative session ends on March 15th.  There is $500,000 available for full-time conversions of part-time jobs.  However, campuses must apply for it.
All Faculty Meeting; 

Make sure to come!  March 14th!
Meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Heidi Lyman

The Faculty Senate at South Seattle Community College is an action-oriented body. It gives voice and focus to the broad scope of faculty concerns, ideas, and needs that relate to the education and training of our students and to the working relationships within the campus community. The Senate reflects a dynamic, professional spirit; and it promotes respect and the free exchange of ideas and information.

