Minutes of SSCC Faculty Senate

May 15, 2008

Draft

Members Present: Mike Hickey (Senate Co-President), Joe Garcia (Senate Co-President), Heidi Lyman (Senate Secretary), Jennifer Evans (Tech Ed/Business), Jeanne Horan (Part-time Rep), Rick Downs (Liberal Studies), Sindy Jo (Nursing), Van Bobbitt (Horticulture), Sandy Newman (General Studies/ESL), Jessie McDonald (Short-Term Programs), Esther Sunde (Library), Jane Harness (General Studies/ ABE/GED)
Guests:   Don Bissonnette (Grievance Chair), Dr. Wakefield (SSCC President) 
Members Absent:  Randy Nelson (FACTC), Stephen Coates-White (Counseling), Suzanne Quillian (Liberal Studies), Gila Burton-Curl (Communications Co-Chair), Linda Chase (Home & Family Life), Jason Cromwell (Georgetown Apprenticeship Programs), Christopher Harris (Culinary Arts), Olga Shatunova (Liberal Studies)

Meeting convened at 2:00 pm, chaired by Mike Hickey

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes for April 24th were discussed, edited, and approved with edits.

UNIT REPORTS
Nursing:
Sindy Jo mentioned they are still looking for a Nursing director. This third job posting increased the salary to $75,000 per year.

Liberal Studies:

Rick Downs mentioned that the new associate dean will start July 1st.

Tech Ed/Business:

Jennifer Evans – Tech ED held meeting on hiring PT instructors. Screening criteria approved and drafts for PT job descriptions completed for computing, accounting, and drafting.
General Studies/ESL:

Jane Harness  –New hire, Dr. Ylin Sun will transfer from Central to South this Fall, 2008.

New Holly:
Joe Garcia mentioned the upcoming open house.  He said there have been remarkable improvements.  Our new VP of instruction will also be at the open house.

OLD BUSINESS

Safety, Security, Emergency Preparedness:

Mark Mitsui is leading this in a new direction.  It will be more interactive for the entire campus all the way up to the President’s office.
Excellence in Education Application Committee:

Mike Hickey and Jenifer Evans volunteered. 
Safety Committee:

Randy Nelson is on this committee, Mike Hickey volunteered to join him in an effort to improve faculty representation. 
Agreement Management Committee:

Lynne Dodson, Ed Ciok, Larry Silverman, Annette Stofer, and Mike Hickey will meet with administrators from the three campuses regarding negotiating issues.

Mentoring and Peer Observations:

Peer training has occurred, and some peer observations have been conducted.  Peer observers must turn a copy of their training certificate into their dean in order to generate an ENSRC and get paid.

Policy Regarding Substitute Teachers:

Tabled.
NEW BUSINESS

Huanani-Kay Trask Lecture and Debriefing:

Huanani was clearly an activist on Hawaiian sovereignty.  During her lecture, she became very antagonistic and expressed message of separatism and white hate.  She made some disturbing comments that insulted and negatively impacted our students and faculty. Ten days later, Dr. Michael Faucette from Seattle Central, a communications instructor, was invited to moderate a debriefing for faculty and students to overcome this disturbing event.  Joe Garcia said the direction of Huanani’s lecture was completely unexpected.  In the future, lectures need to be screened very carefully and time allowed to process the information via breakout sessions or some other means. 
Instructional Technology Committee:

Students will have an opportunity for a g-mail account.  We need to be careful of spanning students e-mail accounts.  Mike Hickey applied for a $500 Universal Technology Grant to coordinate this effort.  There is an upcoming meeting on this for the campus community. 

Reporting approved meeting minutes with the faculty at large:

Naeemah Johnson is supposed to be posting these on the South Intranet.  No one at our meeting was able to confirm this.  We will look into the best way to distribute the minutes to interested faculty.

Special Guest – President Dr. Wakefield:
We were all honored to have Dr. Wakefield set aside time to attend.  She said this year we were the only campus in the district to surpass our FTE goals.  She added we have become leaders in sustainability according to Senator Maria Cantwell, with our green construction at our Georgetown site. Jessie McDonald said she attended the “Friends of College Dinner”.  She was amazed at how much SSCC has been doing including the new improvements at our Georgetown campus also.  The wine program is growing and will have to move to a bigger area. Dr. Wakefield said all of this is due in large part to the very strong administrative team that we currently have.  We are also strengthening our tenure process for new full-time teachers.  Dr. Wakefield has looked at the climate survey and appraised the things that are going well and the things faculty wants to improve including more cross-division gatherings, new employee training, and accessible faculty training.  The evening program wanted a location for evening students to sit down and grab a bite to eat.  The cosmetology area will be revamped into a cozy little night time cafeteria.  Dr. Wakefield said we are the largest provider of apprenticeship training in the state.  It is 25% of our enrollment.  These students graduate, find good jobs, and make money!  Lastly, Dr. Wakefield said that our accreditation is on track and the campus community is working hard on it.  She believes all that we are doing will lead to student retention and excellent opportunities for our students while they are here and after they graduate.

Meeting adjourned at 4:00pm 

Minutes submitted by Heidi Lyman

The Faculty Senate at South Seattle Community College is an action-oriented body. It gives voice and focus to the broad scope of faculty concerns, ideas, and needs that relate to the education and training of our students and to the working relationships within the campus community. The Senate reflects a dynamic, professional spirit; and it promotes respect and the free exchange of ideas and information.
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