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Budget news – 


The governor just signed the “state government belt tightening bill” which prohibits any salary increases, bonuses, replacing of vacant positions (except faculty!) and out of state travel.  We are currently checking with the Office of Financial Management on the  SBCTC’s reading of the law and their prohibition on the use of faculty development funds for out of state travel.  


The AFT Seattle completed our initial response to the budget cuts.  A version went out via email and is also available on our website.  We are also giving a copy to the administration and the Board of Trustees.


We do know that the cuts for our district for this year are at 4.3% ($3 million districtwide) and the District Finance office reports that tuition revenues are up, international student revenues are up, all other sources of revenue are UP!  We do not yet know the savings from the belt tightening bill – which are certain to be helpful in meeting the 4.3% reduction.  So, why are we hearing about courses being eliminated?   


Faculty should be involved in all discussions about course cancellations and the process should be in accordance with Article 11.6.  Budget worries are no excuse for failing to follow the Agreement.   








Good of the Order…


Our AFT Seattle Executive Board meets every first and third Tuesday of the month, during the quarter, at the Siegal Center from 3:00-5:00 PM 























AFT Seattle Community Colleges, Local 1789


Union Matters!  3/3/09
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Bi-weekly summary of faculty Union happenings
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Are you a COPE Contributor? Money donated through payroll deduction to our COPE fund goes to support Washington State candidates.   If we all give a little, it means a lot!!  Use the form on the back to apply – send it back to Lynne Dodson, 1DO-100.  Of course, if you are not yet an AFT Seattle member, you can use the form for that too! 








FACE bill passes House and Senate Higher Ed!


Both the House and the Senate Higher Education committees have passed the FACE bill!  You can check out the bill, and the progress at � HYPERLINK "http://www.access.wa.gov" ��www.access.wa.gov� – look under state government/state legislature/bill search and look for HB 1353 and/or SB 5538.  Both have been referred to Ways and Means.   As long as it is clear that the implementation of the bill will incur no state costs immediately, we might be able to get it through!  


Thank you to those who testified in the Higher Ed Committees  – Mike Hickey, Judy Learn, Lorellen Nausner, Kraig Schwartz, Allen Stowers, Dave Conners, Carol Hamilton, and Brian Holt. 


Thanks also to those who went to talk directly with members of the House Higher Ed Committee - Ed Ciok, Dave Conners, Allen Stowers, Lynne Dodson, Carol Hamilton, Ed Ciok, Annette Stofer, Dave Conners, Denise Vaughn, Paul Mason, Laurie Kempen, Pam Lippert, Dave Eberhardt, Rich Ellison, Daniel Norton, Christina Purdy, Lorellen Nausner, Betty Williams, Tom Davis, Kris Hardy, Dawson Nichols, and Don Bissonnette.


Thanks to the faculty who attended Feb. 16 Lobby Day – and the other Rolling Lobby Days.  There are still more!  To find out the date for your visit, get samples of information for letters to your legislators and the newspapers, sign up to get regular updates – visit our website:  � HYPERLINK "http://wa.aft.org/aftseattle" ��http://wa.aft.org/aftseattle�  - it’s all right there on the front page!


NEXT STEPS:  We are writing letters to our legislators!  Please send me your home email so that you can get the latest updates and talking points! 





  














What’s up with the State Board for Community/Technical Colleges (SBCTC) ?


Last week, the SBCTC called a special meeting to ‘consider the declaration of a financial emergency’ which triggers the RCW on a reduction of force of tenured and probationary faculty.  They canceled the special meeting. 


This legislative session, there are four bills that specifically affect faculty in our 2 year colleges and are part of our legislative priorities – the FACE bills; increments (HB1423/SB5264); a bill for the colleges to plan for pro-rata pay for part-time faculty (SB5088);  and a bill enabling collective bargaining on salaries (HB 1340/SB5259)


While ostensibly serving all of us in the system, the SBCTC testified against every one of these bills except the increment bill.


The Board itself did not publicly take a position on any of them.


They don’t hear from us enough!  Their next meeting is April 1 (afternoon) and April 2 (morning) in Olympia.  Will you come?

















  





	














 











