Minutes of the Faculty Senate  
 

 
Call to order:    2:35 – in the Math, Science, and Social Sciences Conference 
                             Room 
Present:        Trish Root, Tracy Furutani, Curtis Bonney, Pam Lippert, Ralph  Jenne, Betty Williams, Phebe Jewell, Karen Stuhldreher, Jennifer Wu, Steve Quig, Val Donato,  Earl Hamilton (for Vince Offenback), Jane Goforth, Alice Keller  (Snacks by Pam)
Absent:        Vince Offenback
Guests:        Dave Eberhardt, SCCFT president; Jim Reid, PT rep to E-board  from North
 
 

DISCUSSION  and ACTIONS
 
1.  The minutes from June 7 were approved as amended.
 
2.  Duties  (Tracy)
     Tracy briefly outlined the duties of senators and the basics of the Agreement,
including that the Agreement does not deal with faculty-to-faculty difficulties.   He noted that there is a 30-day deadline for filing grievances, so if a senator becomes aware of a possible grievance, s/he should not delay in contacting Tracy or Trish or one of the grievance co-chairs, Paula Bennett and Bill Holt.   
     Tracy explained that, with two co-presidents, the rough division of labor is that he deals with union matters at North, and Trish attends the executive board meetings.
     He urged senators to encourage non-SCCFT members to join, explaining that dues deducted from the pay of non-union faculty do not go to the SCCFT.  In addition, it's important to demonstrate through membership that faculty are unified.
     Tracy reminded senators of the quarterly union gathering at the Berkshire Grill, like last year, the next one to be in early November.
 
3.  Dates for future Senate meetings  (Tracy)
     This quarter, Senate meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of each month from 2:30 to 4:00.  The next will be on November 1 in the Humanities Conference Room.
 
4.  Executive Board Update  (Trish)
     Trish reported that the Fall Quarter all-faculty meeting will be Friday, Dec. 8, beginning around 4:00, at the Labor Temple.  Dave Eberhardt needs help with arrangements, set-up, and take-down.  Pam Lippert, Jim Reid, and Trish Root volunteered.
A faculty member from North is needed for a District committee on sexual harassment, to rewrite current policies and procedures.  Karen Stuhldreher volunteered.
 
5.  Negotiations update  (Dave)
     There have been several tentative agreements on non-financial issues, mostly clarification of language and grouping items better in the Agreement.  Next to discuss are financial issues, including workload and salary, as well as faculty evaluations, calendar, government, and technology.  There is still a lot of work to do.  The target date for completion is Oct. 20; no ending time is set for that negotiations meeting, which, it is hoped, will be the last one.
     When the new Agreement is ready for a vote, senators should help to inform faculty about the informational meetings and also assist in handling the voting.
     The current agreement will probably be extended past the current end date of Oct. 31 since it will not be possible to have a vote by then.  
    
6.  NSIE  (Trish) 
      On Sept. 14, a phone message was left at the home of Chris Jenkins of NSIE, telling her that she no longer had a job at North.  This was five days before she was to place students for the program.   The ESL program in Humanities would have been interested in hiring her, but by the time Chris was told that she had no job, all of the teaching slots in ESL were filled.  ESL program administrators were told on Sept. 20 that NSIE students would be joining their classes.
     No one has, to date, called Chris to thank her for her years of work, and there has been no contact by the Human Resources office.
     By motion, second, and unanimous vote, the Senate went to executive session from 3:35 to 3:57.
     A motion was made and seconded directing Trish to write a letter to Ron LaFayette and Katherine Riley to express concern over the closure of NSIE and the way in which it was handled.  The letter will be sent to senators via email for discussion and approval.
     A friendly amendment was added:  On Oct. 11, the Day of Collaboration on the North campus, in the time when faculty are to meet with Mary Ellen O'Keefe, some faculty should raise this issue.  
     The amended motion was unanimously approved.
 
7.  Common Course Numbering  (Tracy)
     Concerns have been raised concerning the proposed state system for common course numbering.  It affects two-year colleges only; four-year colleges want nothing to do with this project.  Many instructors and administrators of two-year colleges are lacking in enthusiasm, especially given that the numbering system has no connection to course content. 
     A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved that Tracy will draft a letter expressing faculty concern about common course numbering, to be sent to the Senate via email for discussion and approval.  His letter will include the idea that the proposed changes give the illusion, not the substance, of ease of transfer between colleges – illusory because the changes in numbers do not address content.  In fact, in the example of transfers in math from NSCC to UW, there would be more confusion after the changes, not less.
 
8.  North's budget situation, FT-tenure retirements, program viability          
     Tracy will have a meeting with Ron LaFayette about the budget on Oct. 31.
     By motion, second, and unanimous vote, the Senate went to executive session from 4:10 to 4:25.
 
9.  Inadequate printer in the part-time "suites" in the IB  (Trish)
     Tom Bates will buy a new printer for this area.
 
The meeting was adjourned c. 4:35.
 
 
Action subsequent to this meeting:
     Responding to an email message to senators from Trish on Oct. 28, Val Donato volunteered to serve on the Classifications and Assignments Dispute Committee.  Vince Offenback will be the back-up member of the committee.
 
 
Respectfully submitted,
Alice Keller, Secretary
