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AFT Seattle Community Colleges, Local 1789


Union Matters!  11/3/08


http://wa.aft.org/aftseattle  





Bi-weekly summary of faculty Union happenings


�HYPERLINK "http://wa.aft.org/sccft1789"�http://wa.aft.org/sccft1789�


206-587-5478





We Rocked!


The numbers are not yet completely in…but it looks as though the AFT Washington had one of (if not the) highest proportion of members of any AFT Union working on getting out the vote and electing pro- education and labor candidates this November.  And here - our goal for the AFT Seattle was 10% - we had over 20% of our members who signed up to help with the AFT WA  walking, leafleting, and phoning.  No surprise – we are the BEST!   Thank you for your dedication and hard work.   














 





What’s coming up?





Big and Fun Events!�


Speed Mentoring – Friday, November 14; 3:30-6:00 PM�Ivar’s Salmon House on Lake Union.  Please come!  All faculty are welcome.





ALL Faculty Meeting and Social Event of the Season! 


Friday, December 5 – 6:00 PM; Part time faculty meeting beforehand at 5:00 Seattle Labor Temple  





I got a salary increase…an AFT Seattle dues increase too?


Yes, November 10.  We want you to know that your Eboard struggles with decisions like this.  Although we are always reluctant to raise dues, given the circumstances, we feel that it is in the best interests of our Union.  


The increase is necessary for two reasons: 1) it has been five years since our last increase, and that was very small.  In the interim, we have had annual increases from our affiliates (the AFT and AFT WA, State and County Labor Councils).  


One reason we have not increased the percentage you pay for dues is because we have gained advances at the bargaining table and in Olympia on salaries; we are one of the few colleges in the state to be able to bargain local funds for both full time and part time salaries in both of our last negotiations, in addition to cost of living, increment, and parity increases from the state.  But, our salary increases have not kept pace with our affiliate increases. We just absorbed the cost. That has meant that the proportion of your dues/fees money that is left for direct use by our local union, the AFT Seattle, has decreased.  


Further, we are working on numerous initiatives to develop a stronger faculty voice that make us more effective.  Some of these initiatives cost very little, but others are expensive. For example, we have the contractual right to offer release time to our Senate Presidents and District Part-time President.  This year and last, with all new Senate Presidents, and our MCIO engagement plans, being able to pay for a third release time on all of our campuses has made a tremendous difference in our ability to represent faculty and develop a stronger, more committed community of professionals.  Release time means we can be more responsive and more pro-active – not waiting for crises to develop.  After a review of our budget and our needs, the Eboard felt it was necessary this year to keep our income above our spending.   


The increase will be 9/10’s of 1%, or, from 1.11 to 1.2% for full time faculty; from 1.01 to 1.1% for non-tenurable full time, and from .91% to 1% for part time faculty.  This translates into about $5.00 more for full time faculty per month; and about $2 for part time faculty per month. Copies of our budget and expenditures are available to any faculty member upon request.  We hope this modest increase keeps us strong and prepared! 








Quote of the Week:


 “..I am convinced that the truest act of courage, the strongest act of humanity, is to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally non-violent struggle for justice…to be human is to suffer for others…God help us to be human.”


	---Cesar Chavez, 1968


“That to 





Good of the Order…


Our next AFT Seattle Executive Board meets every first and third Tuesday of the month at the Siegal Center from 3:00-5:00 PM.  All Faculty are welcome!� AFT Seattle:  206-587-5478 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:aftseattle@sccd.ctc.edu" �aftseattle@sccd.ctc.edu�





� HYPERLINK "Http://wa.aft.org/aftseattle" �Http://wa.aft.org/aftseattle�  for our website!


























